11.25.09

Dear Hugo Reid Families,

Last year, Newsweek voted the city of Arcadia the number one place to raise a family in the state of California.  Newsweek based the award most heavily on schools and safety.  On November 17th, Arcadia was again named the best place to raise children in the grand state of California.  As I often say, involved parents make great schools.  Thank you for supporting our schools and therefore our city.  Congratulations!

http://realestate.yahoo.com/promo/americas-best-place-to-raise-your kids.html;_ylc=X3oDMTFvZGowaWUxBF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEX3MDOTc2MjA0NjUEc2VjA2ZwLXRvZGF5BHNsawNiZXN0LXBsYWNlcy1raWRz
Unbelievably, holiday programs are getting underway.  As in the years past, we will take this time to celebrate the diversity we have here at Hugo Reid.  As a public school, we need to be conscious of all cultures and religions.  I see our diversity as a unique opportunity.  Our students have the opportunity to understand other cultures and holidays from around the world.  I am sure your family will take time to address your own beliefs this holiday season.  I look forward to an outstanding holiday show and season.  Remember, through SCRIP, you could be sitting in the front row!

I have been keeping an eye on traffic at both schools.  It seems when I am standing there, things go very well.  If I am not, procedures and even laws are not always followed.  I have added Mrs. Thomas and Ms. Hawkins to both sites in an effort to smooth the drop off times.  Also, I have met with the Arcadia Police Department, Arcadia Transportation Services Manager Linda Hui and our own facilities people concerning our traffic patterns and volume.  Good News – Bad News:  Good News - Comparing Hugo Reid to the other sites, we are the smoothest facility in AUSD – Bad News - We have the smoothest operation in AUSD!  So, it is up to us, the community, to keep the safety of our students in mind when driving around the schools.  Obey the laws of the road and keep an eye out for short pedestrians and bicycle riders.  As families of Hugo Reid, we can be proactive.  Work with your neighbors to create walking groups and make bicycle riders ride together.   In addition, the city is looking for sidewalk projects in our neighborhood.  There is grant money available to create safer walking areas for our residents – although it seems like many of the adults would rather walk down the center of the street (.
I continue my endeavor to involve more parents in the education of our students. There are many ways you can be involved in our school.  PTSA or AEF is the obvious place to start.  In fact, this topic is one of the key goals this year for PTSA.  This year we are translating more information and inviting more families to help on campus. We are also inviting community leaders to speak at our PTSA meetings; guest who may share information our community finds valuable.  Many parents find connecting with their teacher to assist during the day or support with work at home is easiest.  In addition, we are always looking for parent support when organizing large gatherings.  Finally, parent assistance for activities such as Rolling Readers, working fundraisers and even movie nights is highly regarded.  Get Involved! 

We at Hugo Reid are moving in the direction of helping our students to be more responsible for their own learning. I suspect this will be an ongoing process of learning and growth.  Last year I wrote a small piece in this newsletter about supporting students during homework.  The author stated in his book that the best place for the children to do homework is on their own, in their own room.  Parents are to support them in two ways.  First, give her the area and supplies she may need.  Second, support him when he approaches us for help, when stuck or needs a last review of finished work.  Other than that, he concludes we are merely hovering and taking the responsibility away from the student; he calls us helicopter parents.  Based on the author’s experience, too often we get overly involved with the child’s homework, making sure they do not fail.  That is when parenting by helicopter takes place.  Soon we unwittingly over direct or manage the situation, actually taking away the child’s learning and responsibility. Consequently, we foster the student’s dependence rather than independence and responsibility.  
To add to this past thought, I would like our parents to remember we need your support.  Our teachers are highly qualified and well trained to educate all children.  However, each of our families must be willing to support that learning at home.  The school days from now until spring break are always the most effective days of teaching.  We must have parents check homework, schedules, timelines for projects and agendas to get the most from this time.  Have your student show and/or explain their assignments to you each night.  Most of all, communicate with your teacher.  You are your child’s first teacher.  We cannot reach our highest expectations without your partnership.  

Most children in our school are very excited to come to school and excited about learning.  Enthusiasm for learning makes our job easier and as you know, more fun.  It is important that learning be enjoyable both at school and home.  Let your children know through conversation and example that education creates opportunities for one’s future.  We should all strive to be life long learners.
Happy Holidays   

Enjoy Friends and Family

Sincerely,

Mr. Thomas S. Bruce,
Principal
